
Christmas 2010 

Dear Family and Friends, 

Jack and I divide our shared tasks into two general 

catagories. His are mainly outside and mine inside. The 

task of decorating our Chri:stmas tree and writing our 

Chistmas letters is my pleasure--and challange. This year 

I'm finding it more difficult to keep up with the demands 

of our fast-paced, technological life. I'm always behind. 

I don't think its just my age. We all are victims of the 

current acceleration of time that seems as if it's rapid

.:ly q.pproaching warp speed. 

This morning, when I vowed to make a swift start on 

composing this year's Christmas letter I remembered that 

somewhere in Zen Mind, Beginner's Mind, the collection of talks 

given over 40 years ago by my Zen master, Shunryu Suzuki, 

he'd discussed the relationship between God and Creativity. I 

wondered if it had a message appropriate to this year's 

holiday season. It does. I'd like to share it with you. 

~According to Christianity, ev~ry existence in nature 

is something which was created for or given to us by God. 

That is the perfect idea of giving. But it you think that 

God created man, and that'you are somehow separate from God, 

you are liable to think you have the abiliy to create some

thing not given by Him. For instance, we create airplanes 

and highways. And when we repeat, 'I create, I create, I 

create,' soon we forget about God. This is the danger of 

human culture." This is good time to give thanks to this 

G~"J!t Mystery who answers heartfelt calls from all faiths. 
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