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Suzuki Roshi and student Bob Watkins working on the stone wall next to the bridge.

Part of the training of a Zen student is work . ..
“a day of no work is a day of no eating,” said
Hyakujo, the famous Zen Master who established
the rules for Zen monasteries centuries ago in
China. A construction company owner who visited
Tassajara estimated it would have cost more than
$50,000 to pay for the work done this summer by the
students, and more for the general clean up and
gardening. The whole plant was improved—elec-
trical and plumbing systems; buildings rebuilt, plas-
tered, painted, roofed, a new floor put in; a new
kitchen started; stone foundations of a bridge re-
paired; the course of a stream redirected; a Zendo
built in the largest building; a vegetable garden
pianted, and a rock garden and iandscaping begun.
The basic plan is for human use and at the same
time conservation of the land and plant and animal
life.
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In addition to the physical work there is the pri-
mary practice of zazen (usually somewhat inaccu-
rately translated as meditation). During Training
Period the daily schedule for students is—rise at
4 a.m.. 50 minute zazen at 4:20, followed by break-

Paying For Tassajara

In order for Zen Mountain Center to continue
we must receive at least $70,000 in contributions
before December 15, 1967 (a $40,000 payment, plus
loans and expenses), and another $20,000 or more
before the March 15, 196R payment. If it is possible
by April 15, 1967 to raise the $222,500 left to com-
plete the purchase, the price on the land will be
reduced by $15,000. The specific schedule of pay-
ments for the 160 acres of land and buildings of
Tassajara Hot Springs is as follows:

$32,000 already paid on December 15, 1966

$45,000 already paid on March 15, 1967

$40,000 to be paid by December 15, 1967

$20,000 to be paid by March 15, 1968

$20,000 to be paid by December 15, 1968
and $20,000 payments on the same schedule up to
March, 1972 when the final payment is $22,500.

This coming December 15,1967 is the last major
payment, and after this the advantageous default
arrangement goes fully into effect. (if we default
before making this December payment, all of the
first payment of $32,500 would be lost and a por-
tion of all other monies paid. After making the De-
cember 15 payment, all payments up to that time
would be covered equally by the default agreement
which requires that all or no less than two thirds of
the tota) paid be returned, based on its resale price
or returned within ten years in case the property
is not resold.)

We need your help very much. Small contribu-
tions are as important as [arge ones. The many $5
and $10 contributions along with a number of major
contributions made the previous payments pos-
sibie. But of course in a project of this size we need
more large donations.

We want to respond to the contributions and
help of individuals and in some way recognize our
gratitude. To do this on or near the Main Entrance
Gate we will recognize the names of the major
contributors. Contributors of more than $500 will be
listed as Donors, more than $1000 as Major Sup-
porters, more than $5000 as Patrons, and more than
$25,000 as Founders.







