


complaint that he needed a shave when the pic-
ture was taken. In Japan, she laments, he would
have been able to dress formally and pose. Instead,
we get 2 bright image thatr caprures Suzuki's
ability ro be present ar all moments.

in fact, Crosked Cucumber in many ways de-
scribes the flowering of Suzuki’s own practice
after he atrived in America, His life as a Soto Zen
priest, tending to the life of rural templesin Japan,
secms lacking in inspiration for Suzuki, and his
statements of devotion for his teachers sometimes
seem misplaced after accounts of their harshness
or distance from their students. And Suzuki’s
Japanese congregation in San Francisco and his
traditional responsibilities of prayers and funerals
gradually vanish as a host of enetgetic students,
often counter-culrure 60s dropouts, eagetly flock
to Suzuki, Despite the desire of many of Suzuki’s
students to go to Japan to get the “real” raste of
Zen, Chadwick portrays a lively and healthy form
of Zen in America. The accounts of Beatniks,
then Hippies, cutting their hair and adapting to
Zen practice should ring quite true to readers who

are involved with Zen centers.

One obvious omisston is the story of Zen Center
(plainly named by Suzuki) after his death, perhaps
because of some controversial events. The book
ends with a heart-wrenching section on Suzuki’s
courageous last months and the reactions of his
students, and the installation of Richard Baker
Roshi as his heir. How this worked out, and how
Zen Center fared without him, is something the
reader must learn elsewhere.

Also, Suzuki’s own teaching style and language
is contained in short quotarions from talksor casual
conversation. Theseare italicized and appear before
each section of the book, one every couple of pages.
Ultimarely, we read many examples of his teaching,
loosely connected to the subject matter of the
segment, A whole talk would have been welcome,
especially in light of the scarciry of other material
available about Suzuki. Even after four hundred .
pages, [ wanted more.

Readers who feel the same way can try Chadwick’s
1994 book, Thank You and OKI An American Zen
Fuilure in Japan, an account of his own practice in
Japan which also discusses the teaching of Suzuki

and his heirs.
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