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After some experiences in Mississippi and other 
parts of the country, with the civil rights movement, 
J was just trying things out. I lived in New Orleans 
·for a while. \·\Then I came out to San Francisco I was 
iooking for people to meditate with, and I had some 
idea of getting a guru. 

Especiallv because of some of my 
experiences ~n LSD, I thought that medi
tation would be a better way to know 
myself than drugs. Among the places I 
went was the San Francisco Zen Center, 
and I stayed and studied with Suzuki Roshi 
for five years, and he ordained me as a 
priest before he died in 1971. 
Auntie's: What was your relationship with 
Suzuki like? 
Chadwick: I talked with him a lot. Most people were 
quieter than me, but I tended to ask him a lot of 
questions and drive him places, so I got to know him. 
Auntie's: What happens when Buddhism is trans
ferred to a whole new western culture? 
Chadwick: Buddhism is a universal religion, like 
Christianity, and what they do is move from culture 
to culture. Every culture Buddhism has moved into 
has been completely different. India, China, Korea, 
Tibet, Vietnam, Thailand, they're all totally differ
ent. All they have in common is Buddhism. So com
ing to America, Buddhism is taking on different 
forms and finding itself. 

·--::~::, .. --. . ·.· ·-=.· -~ 

Auntie's: So Buddhism hasn't fo und itself in page 1 

America, yet? 
Chadwick: No, but you know something? Once reli
gions find therr1selves they start getting fossilized. 
Auntie's: Do you think your book will be of use to 
read ers besides those interested in Zen Buddhism? 

Chadwick: That remains to be seen, but Zen 
Mind. Beginner's Mind certainly had wide 
appeal. Suzuki was not sectarian or dogmatic, 
he had a very broad approach. This isn't a book 
meant to canonize Suzuki Roshi, but to open 
the discussion wider and show that he had to 
deal with problems just like everybody else. I 
hope the book dispels some of the idealism 
that keeps Buddhism in a sort of rosy cloud. 

Auntie's: We're looking forward to hosting you at 
Auntie's. 
Chadwick: Thank you, I'm looking forward to being 
there. I love Spokane. 
David Chadwick will discuss and read from his 
new book on Tuesday, Feb. 23, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Auntie's. [tl 


