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OUR PAGES ARE YQUR LETTERS

U.L. Friends, 753 uith Av.
San Francisco, CA 94121

"The "Universal 1ife Friends®™ is a small and informal correspondence
group within the Universal Life Church, .Irc. We meet mostly by shar-

. ing our letters with each other in a publlcatlon called the “Universal

Life Friends letter'", coming out every month or two.

We are essentlally a non—sectarlan group but we take as our motto an
old Quaker saying: "There is that of God in every one'. We understand
this to be a fundamental truth, found not just in Christianity, but in
cne way or another in all rellglons. e also believe this to be a trutin
harmohiizing perfectly with the fundamental belief of the. Universal Life
chprch: "as an organization we have no traditional doctrine. We only be-
lieve in *'that which is right'. Fach individual has the privilege and
responsibility to determine 'what is right' as leng as it does rot in-
fringe on the rights of others. We do not stand tetween you and your
God',. The UL Priends as a group have mo further doctrine, althougzh as
individuals we may take it on from there, each in our own way. This
puts a big emphasis on individualism, but Wwe would equally emphasize

- that we be friends, and share more with.each other.

For our "subsecription fee' we ask that you write us a letter now and then, sharing

- your religious cencerns and insights with us. We will then publish it in our "UL

Friends Letter'. We will try to include everything we receive. In general letters
should be of a religioue nature, but we understand this in a very broad sense, so a
poem, 8 drawing, or a bii of humor might be quite appropiate. Scme might write in
the spirit of Quaker silent worship, and define that in a very traditional sense.
Thet would be great, but we have no intention of beirng so restrictive. Most cf us
are far too inhibited about such already. Zen letters, Sufi letters, Hare Krishna
letters~ all are welcome. Furthermore let us not be tco ccncerned akout spelling
and such, We don't want to be paralyzed into pirfection. We alco volunteer to itype
your letters for you, if that is your wish, but they should be clearly legible. We
" do have scme space limitations, so letters shculd be of a reasonable length.

It is our hope and belisf that our letters will somehow help us open our hearts to
each other, and be every bit &5 deep and meaningful as the spoken word. Hopefully
too more than @ few deep frievdships might develop in this way.

To protect your privacy, we will not print your address unless you give us per=
mission. If necessary you can write someone in care of us, and we will forward.
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Universal Life Church Inc.
Congregation #53942
a : Apngola Camp 'C' Bear '3° .
7‘Z—“ ' : Angola, Louisiana
' November 23, 1982

U.L. Friends

753 Lith, Ave,
San Francisco, California 94121

RE; U.L., Friends Letter #5

Dear Friends, .
I am thankfull for the latest issue of U.L. Friends Letter,
and I am especially gratefull to Ananda C. Dalenberg for his note;
#4, page 12, This is a huge bit of help to me since I have no experience
in journalism and find it difficult to know what to write in letters
to such as the U.L, Friends Letter, for publication. Thanks, A.C.D.

Robert E.Paul #90760: I was born on March 27, 193%5. I was brought
up in the Metnodist, Luthern and Catholic faiths, of course at different
times and learned rather early that various faiths confused me as
well as, I'm sure, many others, as to just what deterwines the true
faith., 1 am a lot like the "Secular" aspect of Humanism, I seek know-
ledge and understanding with an open mind, questioning everything, in
my quest to learn what is the truth, I believe I have, at least to my
satisfaction, found that it isn't necessarily the sect or faith that
one professes to follow but more important how the teachings of that
faith is applied in our daily lives and associations with other human
beings., All faiths, of which I know, teach and encourage understanding
and respect for each other, as humans. This 1 can associate with and
understand, therefore 1 believe that the teachings and inspirétional
aspect of all faiths are similar, only interpreted in various ways
by various faiths s0 as to meet the intent and purpose of which ever
faith it be. 1In Universal Life Church, Inc. I feel the freedom of
manner of belief, worship and the idea of *the Right to determine
what is right for each individual, so long as it does not infringe
on the rights of otners?, to be the very essence of what all faiths
try to instill and encourage.

1 hecame a minister in the Universal Life Ghurch, Inc. in 1980,
due mostly to the Name Universal dife, for it says what I have come
to accept and believe is the truth. Life is Universal, Salvation is
Universal, Brotherhood, to bé Brotherhood must be Universal, we are
an integral part of the Universal Life of life.

T anm presently 1ncarcerated, for Manslaughter, serving 21 years
in the Louisiana State Penitentiary. I have learned to have concern
for my fellow man, since * see such gross lack of concern for any
man, his rehabilitative interest or progress, or his rights of law
and his dignity as a man, This infuriates and frustrates me, and it
is the force of these things being denied and abused by those in
charge of the prison and courts of this state that inspired me to
found and make a success of Universal Life Church, Inc. Congregation
here at the camp I am assigned to., As Pastor of the Congregation, I
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LWLULWHES RECLEYRD A.L. Lalenberg
74 ‘ 753 LLw Avenue
]

San Francisco, CA
A NEW YEAR'S DAY IN THE SEIRIT COF JUREL o 9121

Let us all celebrate the coming of the New Year with more song, poetry, praver, myth,
and merriment! Let there be Jubel Trumpets sounding joyous tidings everywhere! "
The Jubel Trumpet, originally made from a ram's horm, might indeed be a symbol for the
klnd of spirit we are searching for during these grim and somter times. 'Jubel" {rhymes
with '"bluebell') means "to Halloo!; to shout, sing, or celebrate with joy; Rejoice!", In a
slightly different form as V*ubelate'", it begins the &€% and 100w Psalms, here meaning
"Shout joyfully to God!". Now that's the kind of spirit we need.
dbile we are at it, let's dream a wild dream and aim to make New Year's Lay a United
Nations world holiday, to te celebrated as a day of universal peace &nd harmony between
all nations, all religions, 2nd all mankind. That might seem to bold a dream, and it would
be so if it were not for the fact that Janmuary 1 is already close to being a world heliday,
and in some lands it is celebrated in a spirit rot far frem Jubel. )

Many of us of the modern world are searching fur deeper roots, and we might well turm our
attention to the meaning of New Year's Day. It was once a glorious and joyful celebration
of the birth or rebirth of Time, and of the World itself. Why nct return to such origiops,
and have everywhere more Cdes to the New .Year, Cdes to the birth of the World, new ressclu-
tions, new hopes, prayer, meditation, myth, mummers, merriment, and much divine nonsense.
Furthermore this could all surely be in a spirit of universal peace and harmony, so¢ as to
truely honor and adorn the birth of the New Year, )

Such a holy-day would ideally be marked by some great celestial event among the stars
and planets, and Jo and behold, such is the case. '"Perihelion Day" occurs on or about Jan-
uary 1. It is the day the earth,in the course of its orbit arourd the sun, is closest to
the sun., Thus we have here a beautiful celestial symbol of the great cosmic ¢ycles of birth
and renewal.

Such a day would seem to call for a celestial display of fireworks of some sort, as has
long been the custom in China and Jaran. Even in-the West, an errant fire-cracker or two
still enrvives im modern civilization.

In China and Japan, and in many oclder c1v1112at1on5, New Year's Day is not only the:
birthday of the ¥orld, but is alsc a universal birthday for everyone. Thus everyone is a-

year older on that day, a tradition that somehow lives cn happily side by side with the

more modern notion of individual birthdays.

#e might well consider adopting such a custom ourselves. Think of what a "happy univer-
sal birthday party" we could have on the same day all over the world. Think too of what a
profound blessing it would be for those of us who can't remember the birthdays of even our
own immediate families, let zlone others we admire and love. Fer thasz 27 us seehing an
Lided depth in such festivitier, it would surely be not hard to Fipd, fer we &1l ehore i=
the t*cfurcztv, Jov, suffaring, and mystery cf airth. |

In any case, no matter what our customs and beliefs may be, the sheer WCnder that we and
this fragile rlanet exist at all should be suff1c1ent cause for us once a year to celebrate
this amazing fact with great jubelatiom. .

To some extent such festivities might be thought of as interfering with some Christmas
traditions. On the other hand it might add to and deepen the Christmas cycle. January 1 is
alreacdy important as the Cctave of Christmas, and as a day especially honoring the Virgin
Mary. Appropriately enough, it is also in a sense a "universal birthday' honoring the
lesser Catholic saints, who are not individually honored on some special day of their owa.
It would seem then that New Year's could easily harmcnize with Chrlstmas, even though in
itself it belongs to no one particular religiom.

As for more frivolous matters, it might be added that a Jubel Trumpet in its original
form as a kind of ram's hora is getting hard to find these days. Cne might then have to-
settle for its modern day . equivalent, the long straight-cipe slastic¢ horn , still some-
what popular on the streets comes New Year's Zve. It is not a bad comprorise, and actually
has guite some potential. Cthers might prefer yodeling, ancther manifestation of the dJutel
spirit. Indeed the word to "yodel' is etymologically akin to "jubel”. -Im any case there
surely is a plentitucde of ways and reasons fcr us all to jubelate. Alse, it might be well {
to remember taat in the tradition of a universal birthday, animals too are included. Cne
might then extend an invitation to the family dog, who woulc protabtly bte more than deliisit-
ed to join in the festivities. ‘

Tnat is not to say that everyone needs to join some noisy lew Year's varty. Actuall
sitent praver and meditation might be equally appropriate, if not more so. for some the
icdezl might even be a2 long walk alone under the stars., iIn the =spirit of Jubel.
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1 Cup raisins

LETTERS RECIEVED

SCRIPTURE CAKE -

Excellent for any festive occasion, weddings, receptions, cake sales, and also an excelleﬁt, healthy everyday

dessert.
BIBLE REFERENCE
In a large bowi, cream ¥ cup butter until light and fluffy. Judges §:25 '
Blend in 3/4 cup Molasses. _ . Jeremiah 6:20
In another bowl, stir 2 cups all purpose flour | Kings 4:22
with % tsp baking soda, Amos 4:5
dash of salt ‘ . Leviticus 2:13

Y2 tsp. ground Cinnamon, % tsp Ground Cloves,

and dash of Ground Ginger. l1 Chronicles 9:9

Mix together 3 beaten eggs, Jeremiah 17:11

% Cup Buttermilk, and : Judges 4:19
1/3 Cup Honey. [ Samuel 14:25

Combine egg mixture and dry ingredients

aiternately with butter mixture.

Mix well, and add

{ Samuel 30:12

1 Cup Chopped dried figs
' Numbers 17:8

and % Cup chopped Almonds

Bake in a greased, fioured 9x5x3" Loaf Pan for 40 minutes at 325° — Loosly cover with foil and bake

50 minutes longer. Let cool in pan 10 minutes. Remove from pan and cool -on a rack.
Brush ail sides with Orange ]uice,of Wine. = 77 Proverbs 31:6

Wrap in foil and store in refrigerator for one or two days.

Rev. E.A. Baker
P.0. Box 941

Anacortes, Wash.
98221



Novenber 23, 1202
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Blegsings to all:
Crectings to the Mombers ol the ULLY Letter:

I heve just received the Hovenmber 1202 izsue of tic
lettsr. Of course, since this writing will eppear in the next
issue, it will be considered old newg. But I am attemptling to

mace the point, tht time is voery relastive. Tne sunvrithben law®

of writing, is that words are chosen 5o being precise meanings
4o thousnts. But i1n ordcr to be creutive, it is necsssary oo
breal this Munwritten law™. s often 1t 1s saild, Laers is 1ivtle
differcnce bebtwoen a madain and a zenius. For zacn of them breaks
the law. So instead of writing about new nct I am going to

e O

Sy
te about old news, and the ufaqscvnabntal navs
T =m very glad to see, each of us involved with questionin
our perceptions about God, self, relationships to sach other,
and rclasionships to CGod. L& for myselfl, 1 take zrealt pleasurs
in the many religions that have developed. 1 thinlk uvery religion
reflects the true desire of human bevn~s to develope a reletionsnip
with God, (Of course, this truc d351rb, cftentimes d“fene”atus,
fnto a2 means of achieving sclfish ends.) T believe that God{cne
of th: many demes wo call the Supreme Boing) taxes great pleasuze,
in the many rcligions, except when 1t degeneraztes.... 1 everyone
sgrecs, soy “fmen, Selah, So-Be-It, Om-Tat-3abt, fumeses” Dach of
ns rolotes to ssperate experiences, and varring depths of religous
awarcnesg, which ig in turn catagorized, and ¢ :1led a name, that
each has beea taught. HTat~Tvan=Ltgi, Om...
To ¥Ycllow liouse, I am sled tha+ vou found dualism, &and
Thisand That, vorthy of apprec1atlon. Linguistics, is at its best,
when one cungiders languege an arL. Whotever word is uscd for God,
is irrslevant. By definition God is beyond ocur inventicn »f words,

[

thoughts, concepts. God can only be described with words, with
verious adjectives, nouns, pronouns, performing certain actions
(verbs). Zach of thess wprds comes Irom an object, or procsss,
Thorefors, if one tries to dsfine God with words, and tries ©o
trace the roots of words, the beost Lhat could be obtalned 1is
confusion. “Mis brea-s 3 of the Ten Commandments:ilc graven ima“us.
Vhen one tries to build a definition of God from words,that rufWe
physical cor imeginary objects =nd processecs, then one b ealks the
third, of the Tcen uomﬂandmonts. I am glad, that you cams to the
conclusicn, that at best we could worship the Yunimowniod“. Butb

it sesmed vou argued yoursell invto a deuble negative, by defining
God as™unimownt“in the first place. (I would algo add, at this moment,
God 1g God, snd Goed 1s Good, to try and relate them, puts a
nebulous meaning on both.) The Biblical parails of the Yower of
Babel, presents the csse nerfecitly by showing that this Tower,

built of elay(objects) had something to do with the onrusion

of languages. Te bring an end to your trouble with the word "God",

by definition, to yoursell, God is beyond defimbion. God 1s bcyond,
objeets, senses, Creation, Hzlating this to the dualism of religion,
at thig time, your approach is afhcistic, in that you are attsmsting
to build from matisr, s God to worship. I have simply countered
your approach, not you. I offer only 2 wider eyelul, when I Say,m
Yos. There is dualism to all decisions,”

Yo w.G., I an glad To sez that you have come Lo learn
{(unlesrn) your education 1s a tool. Zducation deesn't ma%e = person
mean, Or not mean. It merely CXPTesSes that meanness. An education
provides more wWerds, and proccsces to the imower. It iz therefors

W
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uscs, that determines whether the Bﬁality is nice or mean, For
instance, some may think of my words as cryptic eand longwinded,
while others may thini my words are precise and exact., I was polite
to Y,li., for that person wrote and tried to communicate with me.
But because you were not written first, by me, would you hold this
spainst me? You are es important to me as Y. H., and all the others.
I would warn you, however, don't condemn other sducated pesople,
because you understand that intellectualism is a tool that can

be used for se¢lfish purposes. &n education czn .lso be used in
very unselfish circunstances also., for instance 1t can be used

to communicstes; Ellen, do you think I'm nice?.,.. You know me only
tnrough my writing... Do you mow my Purpose?... I try to follow
my oun advice, and in everything see God. Don't tell cnyone this
miracles Yes. £11 things can be purpossd. Its in the nature of
matter to be purposed,Language and sducation and the brain are

all either direct or indirect manifestations of matter.Thereforgf
Yes. £11 things can be purposed,)

Dr. Bowen, your Posm of Understanding, has beautifully
expressodtie warmth of God beyond cven vhe dim sun at December.
And that one steadfgst Reality:“Rest easy, knowing that God is
here.?

R.Cs Richards, you are correct to say that pantheipm
is the broadest conecept possiule. But beyond concept is Reality.
And there is the possiblity that the Creation is merely. a reflection
of God, and that conclousness is the mirror, or sven the consiencs
is the mirror. I agrec with your Law of Aetion and Reaction, -
nert:ining to the degeneration of Religion into duzlism. Even
Jesus said"f House divided cannot stznd.™ Like you wrote, there
isnt't enough time to write, nor space to write sbout the total -
ronifications of It(Ged), and Its(Godt's) JCreation), a2nd 1 think
you bilt off a 1ittle to much, when you weant she.-d and tricd anyway.
I write this Lecause you came across as beinz very negative on
Christianity, and its followers. Af'ter all, a Fantheist, loving
ind serving the Creation, could cssily degenerate also, :nd start
loving gold, ind money, as do other degenersting religions, What
you propose is not new. Hew rsligions tend to degenerate into
0ld rsligions. To condemn snotier religion, in ordsr to establikh
another,; Lizs within it the seed of its own destruction, for this
1s the »rocess of the world. A plant(rcligion) is vorn, lives,
und dies, and its perpstuated by & seed, whish we m.y say is the
motential for life Wrapped in a case. The only reason pantheism
could replace Christianity is because the potentizl for life is
already there. I don't think th:t there is aay real need to
change the names of religion azain, bec.suse the future is not
going to ch:nge the uiw:ireness of mankind, It, God, is the work
we are to do. Constantly reflecting, meditating,. and thinking on
God. Jesus said the Kingdom of God is here. It is not in the ruture,
or the past., God is not a mystery, and is menifested alrsady. -
Therefore I say,"Tomorrow's is tomorrowts. Our's is now.)

Tom OSritchett, the name Purgatory, and Samsara, the result
of sin, and zarma, and their binding forces, is what you are
writinz about when you say the Dead snd Spirits evolve. You seem
to ta.e pleasurs in the persecution of this viewpoint of yours.

- Consider tils, ‘estern man's concept of the universs during the

Hiddlg Ages, ceclared 1t as perfsci, and even tae stars as spirits.

The s«y aever: changsd, nor did heaven and hell, They were absolute. /
The Chinese observed the siy for changes, a changing universcs. L
They also had :ncestor worship(Dead). Western man is only begining

to understand the universs changes, don't-yo. think it will be
automatic that purgatory will enter the beliefs of religion.
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