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Dear Sir1 

~ :.; . . l ~ 

' " {.~ !, ~ 

! ~~u .: h ~: t.r-t-et 
..,hH'Hf 1' , i . : !J l 

'f•t the m•<litation group under Rflv. Suzuki, have decided 
~e establah a atudy center tor l aym&n here in San Fro.nei seo. 

thia aeater will b• founded primarily tor the purpose of 

praet.ioina meditation, atudying Buddhiam in general, t\llcl 

e11phaaizing Dagen'• original ten in part,icul ar~le are aearching 
. fu W "'-.. \c.h l '-> O n \ U61Z~ (.. 

for ,tit· f , r ; r ''"'#.l)L pure ud original Zen .fs•• 'rM ..,~ . 

. ~cc;:'.;, s t$iimrnitw -.U111ad ~tf'ltt:l be a"1ited to the A.merioo.n 
\J w•'-.... 

people, lilee\ their life ait-uat.ion& and thereby flourish on 
µo(Z. 

Arn•ric&n soil •. Tllia z.en can neither be over ritualistic~ 

lack. int~llectural stimulation,. Affiliation with the Sotoahu ot 

J apan is deairable a..'1d I)ecesea r y since we wi 11 look to it for 

spiritua l guidance and teaching of ri%h t meditat ion. 

We r~alize that les~erners meeting with Zen med itation for 

the tirs't t,ime wi 11 be con:tr·onted with ma.ny problems., Thia 

6enter wil 1 provide a mear.& to und.•rstand. t h ose prob~ l ms, g iving 

inaight into t !;ei r n!lt urtJ il.nd o r i g i.n an11 the way to ult i~ate 

trec (~ om. \li e el e.o real ize t hat t .}•n wn)' of z,en i s t•, r ;q1gh eneb 

(j(' i ndividual•a effort, t h ereby maJdn&: r i r;h t mv1c r eta::(1ing and 

r:i i~ht pr actice e $: SC '~t io.1. · We b oli €·Yc t !· ot t h e prornr a pproach 

to ;'.:.en ln tho lf est is "in the m&rkct pla.cett a.a JJ.tlhscribetl by 

Huang Po; there.fore, the Center•s activities must be so dirocted. 

It will try t.o -pre pa.r~ p~o -1 ('! t o live c. p0('tic 1 ife in the social 



During your last vi~it here, you spoke ot a Z~n G&kuin 

tor Japanfae and An1ttrican priefli:ta and that our group would be 

known as supporters 0 r this group. \Te hope that in th~,,:I~r.v. J ~ ~ 
future the Center will be f inu.nc:ial ly able to • ~J i»~r';-.~ · ~~ 
believ• that t,he iel<media:te prtibl&m is the founding ot this 

olV study cumter. A tree must baTe roots before the branches. and 

lee.Yea can a.ppe>ar. A.a '\he canter growl lA m~nnb•l"s ~vitali.t7, :=Lu __ 
-Pififiiii!Z-~ LJ ! L &CJ l=t•W<?c ~ 

U 
0 
cq,w and •olll d hel !'.. sup port ouch an 1neH tut er It an ~ .. 

fiij~:, here l ~aa !illteel._. lfe hopct that in the imttH~dia.t-e 
future t.he Center rill he a.ble to sul"port s.n a.ssistnnt priest 

&t. Sokcji to aid Rev. Suzuki in our heayY training scJ~ edule. 

This priH"- eould b& the toreruimer of the z.en Qakuin. 

Accoatpanyin& this letter ar~ the proposcm constitution and 

the initial progr3.m of a.ctivites ot the Center for your con!:ider-

~sotrnd~ It can easily he fcun.d in the tP-le-pbon~ br.ok under "Zon" 

eliminating the ~ifficulty ~e•ve all ~~t with ~e~ initially looking 

for Snkoji.. We believe that tbe 03t'. e should. eonta.in t he word 

wait your concurrance with this na.:: e before wri.tinr, the S'f,ate of 

California.. 

r-----··--·-·~---- .~OOH_,,. ' • ' " • • • , ___ H•-~ · ---- •• 



t~ wuye. First ve esul•] 1est a !.le\u1e \dth option ~e bay 6iftti 

rc7.~l or d.asol iel> it &nf' t.uild-a;iteW., Secondly, we etould a~; roach 

the Japanese Cone reg at ion wf th a sch emu to remodel the ~- l'8.!%~nt 

WJ t rrt ion room ltd eh rww nneds u;~,r..e 11it t!-ft~ anaee wd is a:=&~ 
~ ---

ken.£¥• In order for this Center to flourish, it m1.1st be hou~ed 

in a. facility wi \h proper Zen attitude and atmosphere ot 

a.ugterity and simple e1.egance, so that p~ople on H:ei.r initial 

visit vill be struck by a. space that is in harmony rltb their 

o.:Are, we ultimately hopo to build a new taeility wh ich can hcuse 

hoi.h thi1 Center a.nd. th• Zen Ga.kuin. 

Plea.s e escuse us for the le-ngthiness of this letter. a J Jui· 

now cl eo.rrr to ycua.nd wi 1? wa.i t fcJr your ans"er. 

I~umbly y ou rs, 

l,JJL(JLQ ~~~~t ~<f
S{LU. ~-°1 ~ d ~~I 




