











A Celebration of the Life of Niels T. Holm

A Celebratlon of Life for Niels T. Holm is to be héld at the Palindrome in Port Townsend at 2p.m.on Saturday
. 13. It is a potluck, and there wiil be a program of reminiscence and music foliowing. Carpooling is encouraged as
rking is limited, and there is disabled access to the far left near the kitchen entrance.

Niels Thorkild Holm, born in Nazi occupied, Viborg, Denmark Sept. 29, 1941 died Sept. 27 at home after a short
d intense experience with colon cancer. His parents were both born in 1899 and the family still discussed their
sentment of the taking of their farmlands earlier by Germany in Schleswig-Hostein. He was deeply influenced by the
1Zi period and he spent many hours watching movies about that tlme and there were many discussions about the
ture of good and evil over his lifetime. .

Niels lived in Port Townsend for 30 years and considered it his country"Wlth his loud voice (hard of hearing from so
any years of electric saws) friendliness and exuberance, he quickly bécame a visible and large presence here. That is
& reason for this rather lengthy obituary: For some, “he has always been here;"and his loss will be deeply felt.

Even as a child Niels had a love of beauty, religion, nature and art. He studied birds from the time he was 5 and in
: early teens began traveling around Europe to art museums which he and O'Neill later visited a few years ago on a
'o-month trip through Europe, adding, at that timie, visits to churches in six countries.

Niels cultivated a unique religious and artistic worldview and loved to phitosophize with others. He was an avid
ader from an early age of classic novels, and books about art, philosophy and religion. He had a European sensibility :
out finely written literature, both old and modern. As a teen he added mythology, and psychology. He read among others, Jung, Joseph Campbell and Klerkegaard extensively and in the
2n years, he became interested in Buddhism through Alan Watts,’

After coming to the U.S.in 1967 he was a monk at Tassajara and San Francisco Zen Center until 1972 when his teacher, Suzuki Roshi, whom he served as attendant, died of cancer.

&t 19, after leaving architecture school and before coming to the U.S. at 25, he began a walking journey without money from Denmark to Ceylon, almost freezing to death in the mountains of
rkey and almost scared to death by all the people with guns in the Swat Valley of Pakistan. He walked the length of India, getting lostin a jungle for five days at one point. The stories of those
1es could fill a book and we had great pleasure in hearing of his many adventures told with enthusiasm by Niels in his thick Danish accent over the years. In Pakistan he bummed what he
aught was an ordinary cigarette, it was hash, and he thought he was having a“religious experience” before he realized what had happened. He never liked drugs as he already had naturally
ightened sensibilities to his surroundings, especially to color. (He did like his daily beer)

Niels traveled the coasts of Africa and South Americaasa merchant marine and he fished in the North Sea, s pending some time on the Faroe': Islands working. it was money that awaited him
are that he used to buy his ticket to America, where he arrived without any money. His father had retained American citizenship, having lived here from 1924 to'1935-and working as a U.S.
perintendent of Highways, which made it easy for Niels to become a citizen, although he had been born in Denmark. He was the youngest 6f ﬁverchnldren, the oldest thtee born in the U.S.
In his 20s, Niels served two years in a camp for conscientious objectors and was fortunate to meet friends there he has had for life. He worked in a inuseum and was surrounded by writers,
mposers and many other interesting Danes who refused to do military service. He registered immediately in the U.S. as a C.O. He also worked awh|Ie in Greece and Spam Once with all
ymen in a cigar factory where he became their mascot. He was a very cute kid!

While at Tassajara he met and married Kress Heir, Maggie Kress, when Suzuki Roshi insisted they do so ”to avoid scandal'"After four years they splitand Niels moved to Colorado and was at
ropa with Choyam Trumpa a short while. He bought his one and only suit in his fife at Trumpa's insistence that everyone have one and he was there for the famous tifie when Trumpa rode
vhite horse in an English military uniform as a practice of “crazy wisdom” to shake people from their ndentxtles, which for the most part, was “hippie”at the time. Nlels was not a hippie and
1 not |lke it when people categorized him as such.

He built two houses in Colorado and decided Trumpa's way was not his, decided to go to Maine and join a Zen Center farm. He stayed one and a half years there before coming to Port
wnsend to restore a boat in three months and sail to Alaska alone with no motor. He landed near Sitka, to be a hermit for awhile in an abandoned cannery in which he constructed an
artment. When winter winds started throwing metal about he feared decapitation, so, called aplanefroma passing fishing boat and came back to Port Townsend. .~
He was about 36. wHéT he arfived in PortTowrSgL"end and l'?ebegan establishing himsifas a land!ord, buymg what was called“The Zendo” on Van Ness St. and later theold Co-op corner, with
 brother; Aage; and'stilHatér, atiouse on Cherry Street. He. sold the Co-pp to Malcolm Dorn about ﬁve years ago, Countless number ‘.?f people became N|e|s fr|ends whlle iving.in one of
h%eio[r‘eﬂtlng one, ofthe b“ﬁmﬂs&snes ( TM,« “‘: ﬁw’rw‘!ﬂ 24 p,shufm;ui Bewido - u W
He built himself a house, primarily from recycled matenals, on four lots near Fort Worden and Iater another home for his former spouse, Sally, on the adjoiring Four lots s0 they could co-
rent thieir son, Silas, after their marriage of 13 years dissolved. He also worked as a contractor and was partners with Terry Chambers, then later Malcolm Dorn, and was a founder of Blue
ron Construction. He began as a“regular” builder and became bored with the repetition, so began making “soulful” and “artistic” structures as well as specializing in winding stalrcases, wood
ide and for the outside, cement. As owner of Sitting Frog Wood Quilts he made beautiful ceilings and doors. Many, many, PT. homes have Niels' artistic sngnature
Niels was also a painter and gave away hundreds over the years. He often thought of becoming a portrait painter for a career, but decided that : any “career” as an artist would go against h|s
fstic philosophy of doing "outsider art” He did theater backdrops and many an lnterestlng wall. in the iast eight years he and O'Neill collaborated on a number of pro;ects, onea huge ﬂoor
the “Buddha Hall”in his home and a huge three-part porch ceiling installed on a really fun trip to Eugene at George Bradock’s Construction offices. -

Niels was.a Boiler Room board member, as well as Quimper Credit Union. He donated labor to many, many, projects, among them the stairs of the Quimper Unltanan Church and Mary
Quitlen’s roof, He grew an acre of squash for a little side-business and had a tofu business with Tinker Cavallero.

For a time, Niels was an avid poker player and was part of a“fun” group of guys that met infrequently, (usually at Bruce Cannavaro’s) and sometimes more frequently he would go to PTs
jal venue.

{is favorite projects were some amazing cement structuresat the Oregon Country Fair. He was able to work without thought to code’s and worked fast and furiously to create what madehim
it of a “star” featured in the Eugene news. Over the years he and O'Neill returned thére, she cooking for the crew of the sauna and he doing more artful building. They formed some fasting
ndships there. The last time they discovered they were the oldest folks on the crew and their energy was slipping, but were welcomed back with love and accéptance.

n the'1980s he and hisfamily traveled to Denmark, Mexico and Guatemala. In the 1990s Niels traveled alone to Haiti and went with his son, Silas, to Cuba t6 walk around and listef to music
2w years ago. Silas is an accomplished gurtarlst He also plays the piano: Recently he started art school on extensive scholarships in Portland however, has taken leave due to his fathers
ess and then, impending, death, -

eils'niece, Eva Holm, and her husband, Johnathan Boughton, moved to PortTownsend after visiting Niels and subsequently adopted hiS beloved grandnephews, Mohabo and Derlbe, from .

iopia. Over the years Danish family visited and recently, Louie Jensen came to help O’'Neill and Niels during his last week.

Although they had known each other for eight years, when 0] Neill Louchard hired him to make.a 200 square foot ceiling for her home, they were pleasantly surprised to find that they had
reat deal more in commion than just their artistic sensibilities. Niels was going through what he termed, *Going from 16 to 60" and wanted someone with whom to do “honesty practice;”
ich was based on a book O'Neill inherited from Mrchael Liss when he died. This practice led soulmates to incorporate romance and to marriage, Danish style (no owriership papers). Over
ht years they studied together, talked, watched hundreds of films, trying each year to best the number of the last at the Port Townsend Film Festival, took bird-watching walks, traveled and
nced, They improvised a mix of tango and swing, coined “swango! Travels took them two months to Europe and two months to Japan, where O'Neill’s son and his family live, and on ‘many
Iny road trips around the western U.S. to visit friends and family. On a trip to see O’Neill’s grandchildren at South Lake Tahoe, he overheard one of the teens say on the phone, "My grandma
ere and so is Grandma's boyfriend.” He delighted in the idea that he was a“Grandma’s boyfriend: .

\s he transitioned from "boyhood; skipping middle-age, and entering the Autumn and what turned out to be, his Winter years, Niels decided that his religious life was what took precedence
epiphany he had when son, Silas, was about 14 remained part of his emphasis. After hearirig Monty Roberts on the radio, a horse whisperer, he read his book and realized that he had been
iming Silas. He vowed to stop, and although, he did not completely, he had thus given permission tobe called on it. O'Neill and Niels studied Non-Violent Commumcat|on at workshops with
rshall Rosenberg and local folks for over four years and took vows to communicate without blam|ng or shamlng, in addition to practlcmg being transparent toone another by not Iymg ThlS
s the basis, added to Buddhism (kindness and being present), of his religious phitosophy.

Niels enjoyed being in a number of plays, both at the Oracle theatre and at the Wooden Boat Festival where he always playeda p|rate with gusto. He grew h|s last beard for the part and was.

y disappointed he could not be in this year’s production due to his illness. We hear Joey Pipia stepped into his role, and his Danish accent.

His major teachers in the last years were Ekhart Tolle, Ken McCleod, Papaji, Gangayji, Byron Katie, Sri Nisgardatta Maharaj, and Adyashanti, who he felt was pure Zen for Amerlcans, wnthout
/ cultural trappings. Niels taught a meditation course at Peninsula College about five years ago and.was a practitioner of meditation for over 40 years. He became a mernber of alocal sangha
ce he stopped holding open Zen meditation at his home for many years. Every Saturday for years he hosted a meeting he called Buvu, which consisted of talking about the reality of our
s, speaking truthfully, and becoming transparent to ourselves and others, as well as doing creative arts. The Jungian idea of developing our feminine and mascullne sudes and coming into
ance was also emphasized.

hrough these practices Niels became very happy, peaceful and hada deep sense of love and compassion within him that became more and more visible and palpable in the last two years.

wanted to spend his last years helping others find the peace he had and dancing and traveling with O’Nelll He was quite shocked that after a life-time of perfect health and nary a pill that

had cancer, found in a routine exam after going on medicare.

Niels and O’'Neill spent some hectic months trying to save his life, but it was not to be. Quite quickly, he took his iliness in stride and was able to come to acceptance of the lnewtable that
-ame evident. He met with and talked on the phone with many friends from long ago and nearby to make his peace. O'Neill enlisted Jefferson Health-Care Hospice, where he had been a
unteer for almost four years, to help the last week of his life, and they were able to provide pain control. Three weeks before he died he walked over to see his last Hospice patlent

Donatrous\\y be made to your favorite charity or to JHC Hospice at 834 Sherrdan ortoThe Boiler Room.
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Niels T. Holm

Niels Thorkild Holm died of
cancer on Sept. 27, 2007, at
home in Port Townsend, Wash.,
with his sweetheart by his side.
He was 65.

'Born Sept. 29, 1941, to A‘age‘

Harald Sommer and Ingeborg

Elise (Mortensen) Holm in Nazi-

occupied Viborg, Denmark, he
attended school in Denmark and
traveled in more than 50 coun-
tries before eventually settling in
Port Townsend at age 36.

Atage 30 he wed Maggie Kress
of New York City at Tassajara
Monastery in California; they
were married 1971-1974. At40 he
wed Sally Hall in Port Townsend;
they were married from 1982 to
1995. At 58, he married O’Neill
Dianne Louchard, also of Port
Townsend.

Niels was a man of quick wit
and great humor, a ready laugh
and a big smile. He was full of
creativity and loved to converse,
dance, travel and birdwatch, and
he was an avid movie fan.

He was a hospice volunteer for
almost four years andattended
Quimper Unitarian Universalist
Church and a local meditation
group. He also hosted regular
meditation for many years at all
of his Port Townsend residences.
Religion was of central 1mpor-
tance in his life.

Surviving are his son Silas
Robert Holm of Portland and Port
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Townsend;
stepson Garth
Irons (Yukiko)
of Miyazaki,
Japan; three
grandchildren;
and soul son
and daughters
Markus Koch,
Marni Negley,

Niels Holm -

- Alex Anagnostopoulous, Krystal

Jackson and Dava Hester, all of
Port Townsend. He is also sur-
vived by brothers Aage Raymond
Holm (Kaya) of Walnut Creek,
Calif., and Jorgen Peder Holm of
Esberg, Denmark; sister Karen
Kadison (Dick) of Philadelphia,
Pa.; and nieces and nephews and
extended family in the United
States, Denmark and Norway.

He was preceded in death by
his sister Edith Sommer Holm
and her husband, Karl.

A celebration of Niels life is
conducted at 2 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 13 at the Palindrome, with
a potluck, reminiscences, music
and dance. Officiating at the ser-
vice are the Rev. Bruce Bode
and Adriane and Jim Oliver.

~Carpooling is encouraged to the

disability-accessible facility.

Memorial  contributions are
suggested in Niels’ name to
Jefferson Healthcare Hospice,
834 Sheridan, or to the Boiler
Room, 711 Water St., both in
Port Townsend, WA 98368.



