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\spec la l rieetlng J May 21 

.Present: Reverend Suzuki, Rev. Katagirl, Dick Baker, Bob 

Toni Johanssn , Pat Her-~eshoff, Loren Palmer, Lynn Warkov, Mike 

Dixon, Kathy Cook, Sheridan&-;~~ , Marion Derby, Gail Moore, 

Claud Delenburg, Bi l l Kwong, 

The meeting was ~lled to order by the wesid§nt, Dick Baker. 
The minutes of the April second me eting were read. 

OLd business; .. Reverend Suzuki gave lS a brief a~ccount of l:is 
trip b the ~st coast. He concluded by telling us that Mrs. Shalk 
will lead the weekly zazen gr up in Vermont mtil ~ey have a 
s ome ~ader---perhaps Philip will sit with them after he returns 
from :-.Japan. Philip may not stay much bnger, ei. s l:e I"eels ris .Lack 
or i.t.uency n tie Japanese language is a real hinderence in contin-

uing his study there. Until the combined Northampton-Cambridge 
gr oup has a wiest, Hev. Suzuki aid Reverend Katigiri will take turm 
visiting t '.1em four or f ive times a year. 

Pat Herreshlbff brought up tie topic er 1·asahara ttot Springs 
under New business. 1.rna t would be the purpose of urchas ing the 
land?. Rev. Suzuki explained his plan of buU.lding ammastary, a 
sp:intuai ~nter nr t he 1a.rious Sot o Zen groups in America. Both he 
and Dick felt that we :r_i ght not get s.mm such an opportunity to 
to lmy Ef!Ually ad ":antageous lam'l., a;i.d S:1ouldn' t miss this chance. Befae 
we could build ::ionastary, we would build a small building for 
sitting for ti.fty or SJ people. vurand Keifer , is a:iked, would build 
there on the c ondition that Rev. Suzuki will s pend atleast three 
months of each y;ar i n residence m tie lam. 

Vick pointed out ~at we must not forget our resp onsib1lity to 
the Center here in the city 

SDisRev. Suzuki would like young P"im to comen:wm Japan to stuc¥ 
with us on this l and. 

Dick had maps of the area t o show us. It takes three at ahalf 
hours from !:ere, two hours from oalinas. It takes over a day to · '.I: 
walk from t he lent over the mounta ins t o Big Sur -. The l and is in 
parcels of 160 acres, ~ree parcels, available f or sale in s ma l ler 
portions. It is surrounded by Los Padres National Forest, and t h e 
landscape woo more beauti~ul than Kev . Suzuk i had hoped, with each 
turn in t he road bringing a new view of (1igh mountatns and canyons. 

Dick has he9l!i arnilar land g>ing ror 1f>:, ~ 'O an acre, but the }llllt 
?rice has not been set. 

Dick congratulated Trudy on her very fine edition of the wind 
Bell. 
:--ciaud explained that the r ecor der whi .ch e have has only one 
track , \,·hi ch is wastful if we var1 t to save 1tle tapes, llllt is ade­
quate for t ranscr '_bing . It was decided that we make no decision 
concerni ng another recorder unti e we see what the response 
will be form t he item in t he Wind Bell announcing the avai la-
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for l ending to out-of-town gro\.:ps a nd indi vidua ls. 

I the absence of Silas, Mike Dixon gave t he treasurers r eport. 

~e are to split the cost of a listing in the yellow pages with 
the Sokoji congregation, but have to decide what it should say. 

Soon ive were back to the subject of b uy ~. ng the land. Mike 
f elt we should be w illing to take les s %ak than 160 acr e,; even 
ax&wwx~ a couple of a cres would be sufficient to build a structure 
for sitting. He also as ··ed if there ·would be any possibility of Soto 
Zen Headquartere helping us financia:D.y. REv. Katagiri said they 
wouldn't donate money, but a fter we had built on the land, they ma 
probably would furnish some things for the Zenda there. 

It was asked how important isolation really was £~m for a Zenda 
and Rev. Suzuki explained how one environment, no matter how care­
fully planned, is influenced by its surroundings. Someone might 
build a struture that would change the feeling we had created in 
the ax atmosphere. 

Also, there is the advantage in this land of being able to use 
the surrounding federal land for hiking. 
There was some xx discuss ion about a our responsibility to this Zen 
cEnter in SAn FRancisco, Toni wondertng if we shouldn't be ready oo 
change and not be attached to the idea of some particular group or 
location. But Dick waa/~ixtB/Kpnfx,{z~~ explained that we cannot 
build such a monastary, or Zendo in the mountains if we did not have 
the Center in the city to help finance it. Marion Derby brought UP? 
the point that there are many individuals in the Monterrey area who 
will be quite interested and able to help, as well, and that a whole 
new group will begin to be invlved with us. 

REv. Suzuki said that the building in the mountains is for the 
future, not yet for everyday usa. Spiritually it is neces sry. He 
found that in the east they :,:ant to have Zen Center like us. And there 
there will be no deeper meaning, no larger scale. Just localized 
centers with no possibility of getting together. Some pla ce is nece­
sary to sit with people without idea of San francisco or Monterrey 
or Northhampton Zen Center. 

WE could, Pat said, with this idea in mind, broa den the scope 
of looking for funds. Rev. Suzuki agreed. We should not be narrow 
minded. No one in the northeast will be very interested in suppoting 
Zen Center, but they will help with ta ·1and in the mountains. They 
will feel it is theirs, too. 

It was dec!ided, after some discussion of whether to buy a Buddhist 
dictionary , that book buying decisions would be left to the library 
committee, headed by Trudy Dixon. But we voted to suggest to her to 
purchase the dictionary. 

Yasutani, Roshi, will be coming to this area, but it has not 
been decided exactly when or where. 'Maizumi-san will translate • 
Rev/ Suzuki asked that if anyone ha ·--· some i dea for a sitting place 
for twenty-five people, please suggest it as a place for Yasutan's 
s eeshin. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Respect~ully submitted, 

Toni Johansen, secretary 
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