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THE FIRST
Soto Zen Buddhism is bol

AL SOTO ZEH;_;CONFERENCE

pew and old “lmﬁ_w it Is part of wadinionsl |apanese

culture, most of its scriptures or teachings are in . And maost of the Soto priests and
masters speak ooly Jallﬂ,‘ These are balanced facts that Soto Zen Buddhism 18 a
very forward -looking Iw hoping to | te s in America; most of its members are
first or second generation _;,u nese who are trying to e aspects of their japanese culture while

at the same time particly Hully in m 'Ilﬂ! ﬁﬂ‘e are a number of excellent priests and Two
masters in America, some uf e Epes a‘q.luncmg 8 sizable number of
Caucasians who are intecested in pince

The problems which stem from this sumtlnn ol being a rﬂml'ei]r young religion inthe West and
at the same Lime an ancient and integral religious tradition of the Orlemt were at the center of the dis-
cussions by both the Japanese amd Caucasian groups at the First Anntual Confetence of Sotu Zen
Buddhists in America held at Asilomar Conference Center, Monterey Peninsula, June 6 and 7,

Because the majority of the members are Japanese and the sessions are conducted in that lan-
guage, the solely English speaking members formed a second group for discussion in English. A lelel
summary of the meetings follows.

I. At the Ministers' Meeting the following were recom mended:

A. To teach and emphasize (o all Soto Zen Buddhists that thelr religion |s based upon the practice
of Zazen (meditation), a spiritual technique practiced by Buddha and the Patriarchs. A period
of meditation at the beginning of all ceremonies and rituals is recommended.

B. To sponser the training of @ member from the second generation Japanese for the priesthood
This student should have a good command of English.

C. To expand and developthe religious education of the children, both Japanese and Caucasiun. The
instruction should be based primarily on the teachings of Sakyamuni Buddha. In order 1o do this
the teaching staff should consist of at least one English speaking instructor. 1t is recommended
that sincere lay-Buddhists assist the teacher of Sunday School or Young Buddhist Association
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The priests at the Conference were Bishop Reirin Yamada, Reverends Shunryu Susiki, Kenki @
Yamashita, Dainen Katagiei, Koshi Kuwabara, and Dojyun Oki.

There were approximately 90 Japanese members from Los Angeles, Monterey, San Francisco,
und wther paris of California and the country. There wete about 20 membets loom the meditating
groups in Monterey and San Francisco as well as a few other wnterested persons attending .

Although this description of the Conference aoes not catch all the detzils of the Cunlerence aml
certainly does not report all the aspects of the Conference discussions Just as they occurred, | hupe
thar it serves to give resders an Idea of the scupe and general areas of concem ol the Conference,
The report of the Japanese meetings was lagely written by Reverend Katagiri, The nuotes un the
English speaking meetings were taken by Pat Herreshotf,

[TEE TR ey



