TO ACTUALLY PRACTICE SELFLESSNESS

Shunryu Suzuki Roshi
August Sesshin Lecture
Wednesday, August &, 1969, San Francisco

A Note on the Lecture and the Suzuki Roshi Archives Project, by Charlie Korin Pokorny

About ten years ago, a concerted effort to transcribe all available audio recordings
of Suzuki R.oshi was completed. Michael Wenger initially proposed this Archives
Project to the San Francisco Zen Center Board of Directers, who embraced it
wholeheartedly, William Redican oversaw the daunting task of transcribing over
three hundred lectures, with volunteer help provided by a number of Zen Center
resident practitioners. Copies were made and placed in SFZC libraries.

About three years ago, I asked Dana Velden, the corporate secretary at that
time, if the wondetful treasury of Suzuki Roshi’s teachings could be made avail-
able to the public through the SFZC website. Wouldn't it be great to share the
fruits of his dharma offerings, as well as the prodigious labor of the Archives
Project, online? A tew weeks later, after conferring with the Officers and Direc-
tors, she asked me if 1 would be willing ro adnunister a blog, posting both the
audio recordings and the transeripts of Suzuki Roshi’s teachings in chronological
order. David Chadwick had done a great deal of work to organize a digital library
of the Archives Project, including not just the audio files and transcripts but
photos and videos as well. Tim (’Connor-Fraser set up the blog as part of the
SFZC website and we were on our way. Soon after, T also started pulling out a
short quote from each talk to be posted on our Suzuki Roshi Facebook page and
Twitrer feed.
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