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IMPRESSIONS or THE '?ASSJ.JARA L.lNllSC.lPE 

;;,. Sterli•c Buaaell 

Tit••• aoutaiu are you~, ill a ceoloci• ••u•, uti •Te• aow risi•C• Strea-. 

c••tler 1lope• u• 11lape1. TU 1u '• lleat aati loq raial••• ••&•o,_ aake water 

••ar .. , a eoaiitioa 1aapillc ti.a patter. o! plot ci1triiutioa. T-. •orta-!aeiac 

'laiU.i«•• are •ot 10 4:r7 &M are eoTerec vita tore•t• ot oak, uiro•, CaJ.i.torAia 

laurel, ..a otur llroaa•l•a!•ti tr•••· But tile 1outa-!aeiac 1lopa1 feel t'la• 1u 

loqer mul aore iateuel7 aali taey au.pport er•••••, 111.rU1, aati patoua ot eupparal, 

coaiaatac 117 ei.Uli•• ...... saaita, all plaata uaptec to erouci.t .... tire. 

'?Ure are 11&111' •lif.f,a uti outsroppiae• ot ••«iaaatar;r ro•kt oa .. toraeti ia 

llorizoatal layer• •• ·tile o .. aa ltottoa Jl&Jl1' Jdlliou o.t year• •co, aow tri.atea uti 

eoaTOlutec 11t7 tu WMluatio• ..a uptaruat ot tile aoutaiu. w • .,.. ot water roll.kuc 

llreak ia •••ou1, tll.01• ot roek ia eou. 

Lonr tion ia tu a&117ou tae cruite eore ot t'lle eoutal rupa •llo•• wllitel7 
' .: . 

tlli!oqll tu eartll'• 'ftptatioaal pelt, u• •lluk1-ot poli•ll•i gruite a01aie ta• 

1treaa ••••· 

!a. ••1••1• wko lift i.ere laao• tlleir wa7 aaout uti 1111at praeti1e tll.eir art 

iate .. el7 to per1i1t 1a ti.a exiataat iaaca. J.wara !ooi ot 1olar ••r11 trappac 

ia iatrieata llio.uJli•al ton&, tu7 •••k tile eolMiitiou niea will allow t'laair 

.tliekeriac 1uajacti.,. !ieltil to ce'ftlop tarouca tr ... toraatiou tr.. to tuir o .. 

aatura. 

J.rouc •&711reak, tlo•lca ot jua•o•, little •parrowlik• lliru ri.tll •art lleac1, 

n1 qn•Jcl.J aloq Taaaajara Creak, iartac tiroqll •1•aaon atter . .,..aaor•'1 tor 

eo'ftr (aavk• u,.,. wateatul •19• aati •••«• or taeir on) util taa7 •om to a 

partieular 9uelcar• tree wai•a o'ftrlluc• a ••ri•• ot 1ull. pool•. Witaia tlaia 

~arri•••• or twip tae7 !eel aate ui craauall.1' triekl• con tir011Ca \Ile air o• 
or two at_ a tiaa ~o ·~~·· . ~ puiil•• bet•••• tu atraaa 9oultiera. ii tuir 

eoati••••• •••ll• tuy crov quarrelao•, ua coaiaaat ttiru iri'ff tile otaer1 

awa7 troa ta.Yore4~ .;.t~i..c · •itea. Ir uy ·joeo lte•o•• alarmi at aomaip or 
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t1louc1lt ot uterul iupr, tu7 all ruil •••k to tu tree, troa •k1•1l ... tf. •ala ; .. 
' ~ . ' ' " .. ' . ' ·f -- '" 

preT&il• tU1 will OJlCe &&&ia •lip 4ion to tu llatu. -·• i'.-~ 
~ i 

ITe•t. occur ia u ••••om rue• or onrlappiq i;ttllu, aoat eit.ur too i:•piti 
. ' 

or alow tor ua to aotiH. Oar ••u•• uti lliH are proM to cr••P at tllCM1• ~ali•al.17 
. . ·. ·.j' ...... I:; ~- - r -t :1\:.&o. .c '· .. ; ... ,.~. 

r••urri:ac patter.a to nic1l pluta ..a uiul• llan eTo1Te4 aoup~•-- uaptniou, 
. ' . . .• • -·_:'1.:-. ' ·. : 

to tile CT•l•• ot tia7 u4 79ar. 
t . 

Lea!, llu4i, ..a ieer, !lower, ••••, iueet, ro4eat1 &M llirti, all aat exbt -•• ' : t 

ia relatiou1lip uti all ri••, apreaa, ui ai:ak oa tile aWtiac •urta .. a ot 

pll;yaiaal o••~••• - 1fill4, raiutora, aroucat, a.at, ..a cola. 

Tu 9reatlliq1 pllotoa,.ataeaiziac killailie• catell •uli&1lt tor JIUTaoatila 
• :i. f 

aaa tuir aarulta ... er••••• ua• ita •tore• power to aak• quaatiti•• °! ·~···~· 
' . 

eaell wit1l aa ealtrro 1lol4iq ia tts eell• tile ce•ti• 14eatit7 ot ia4b:Ltlul.. ... , 
':'-. J; 11 i 1 .~; ;; 

..... ; t'h ' 
speei•• an •••• .. '( a packet ot lit• tuel tor •"iliac or u1ul. ~. ~ol~ ••~-

_,V' ' • • -. , .c • . t .. >1\-

ot alert, aori.a& areatvea, iueeta, lbaru, •u.ke•, 9irU 1 roaeata, •u1•r•,; 
el(iSt 

..- tou•< u ..- 97 tlae- eur17l'-4eri Teti troa lea! ulli ...a. 

ne aeoru or tile oak toreat, ftiela eOJltaia !~9oa,-41rate . eoae~~t,~~ tl"~. ,, :_ ;.;. 

T&M areu or toliap, Ila.,.. a eorreapoatiiac iaportaue ~ ~ •q~ -~ ~az•,~:~~ 

uc, tormrl7, to tll.e .1.Miu people or Cali!ora:ia. Ia •om 79ara :t;lae . ae~ :ar.o.e .. ~-· ... , - .. . - ,,,; .. .. , . i . ,._,,_ .. " ... ~ 
~ 

tail.8. 'fie j•1• cu tura to otller tooi or .leaw tile area, ~•t tll.• cr•r •qurn~• 
,., ~ ;,....i.ji · - ·lit ,.,; f: .:,. ~ 

are lia9le to •tarTe. 

So• ot t1le •..U.er o•• eTeat11an, •rt" up, lioolliJlc tlae tialae• ua otlaer water . , _ 
•na t•••• • ••• •• •t •'1•\••'.tll••• I .• -.. 

creature• 1• tlle•t 9ut ot1lara are larce ••ouc• to last til t1le raillll. 
~ .. ·' _-.•; .. 1 ., , •-', 'f.:-1··· . 

f o" d c""' : "' .- ~ I .... f; ~ ... s k ~,. S - • ' 
Ia t1l• strew ..- pools plaatll ua ••:J JU]• 1law 1 I ' ' , , z , '' b 1O11· 

a:illilar i:M*p++11l to taose ia tu Woo9.a aM &r&•alua &~OTe t1le •urta ... 

oa ta•• aa4i ia tura au.pport pre4i.tor11, •••'YUC•n, aa4 paraait.a. 

eouaterpart. or crus1loppera, ro9.uts, aparrowa, quail, aa4 aeer, •ill• tiracoafl.7 
.) _, ;· __ ·· ... ,.: · ' 
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JIYllpu, preuaeou 411Ti.AC •••tl••, trout, carter aukes, mul kll.c!imun aorre•po•• 

to tlle lisar«a, auk••· aawu, owls, roxea, ... •o•aata of tu uplaau, ... 

erayf'i•il. liTe olllliToroualy like akmlka ... 9eara. 

Coaitiou or terraia are •• illportaat WMlerwater aa a9oTe. Roen, oTeraaaciBC 

aaaks, aJl4 taiek eluapa RM !riiac•• or al&ae are re!ucea to little !iaua aa 

ausaea are to 9iris. I:a «••P pools waere erayf'isil. are 9e7oa4i tae reaek ot raeaooa 

paws, taey are aolc anc erawl opealy aaout o"Yer aoul41era mul le•ce• wil.iaa tae7 

elaia are taeira. 

Ia aom parte ot 'l'assajara Creek tile al,cae-•onre« roea are ;..-ate« vita 

aJa en• ilatriautioa of •ireular aare pateaes, •••• wita a 41ark spot ia it• •••ter, 

proiu•ia& a Ti•ual attest waiea woulc «o ere4iit to ·~ aratts.... Tile aark •••tera 

are water peuies, peauliar natteae4i •••tle larne vaiell a4iaere to roan (ure ... 

ill tlle •tr•- or tu Hiulayaa) a.M tae aare areas aroWMI tua are tlleir crasi.Ja& 

territori••· 

TU 9iolocist Toa Uexktll ail.owe« soae !eeliq tor til.e aatuli:t7'.'.6f:;:trl•ts..

like a 11111.te« part ot uture •••• lie wrote a "Let us tan u u. ex1aple a Mrtaia 

oak tree aJMI. tll•• aak ouraelTea vii.at kia4i of eaTiro-•tll. o9jeat will tut oak tree 

.. , i• til.• ••Tiroaaeat of .. owl tlaat per••·· ia it. aollow truak:J ia ta• ••Tir~at 

ot a •iaciac 9irti tut aeata ia ita 9ran••••J or a !ox •11.i•il. 11.u its 11.ol• u«er ita 

roota; ot a woo«peekwr vil.iell co•• atter wooti-!rettera iJl its 9ark; iJl tu ••Tiro-.t 

or eueil. a wooti-tretter itaelt; ot aa aat Di.ell. ruu aloq its truak, ete. hi, 

eTeatuall;r, we a•k ourselTes waat tile role of tae oak tree 1• ia ti.e eaTiro ... at ot 

a auater, o! a rou.atie ;youac P.rl, uill of a prosaie woo« •r•il.aat. Ta• oak, Mille 

a alosea plaaf'ul-systea itselt, is woTe:a into enr new plau oa a111Mrou ••Tiro ... at 

staps, tae tra•ia& of fti•a is a geauine task for til.e ••i••M ot aature." 

Al.oil& tae elitts a9on tae narrows in tae 9ricateat aaa aotteat part ot tae 

«a;y, •UllMrs ot waite-taroatea swifts eaa n aeara eil.attariac ..a ••re••il.illc ill 

exeite-t •• til.ey pluap, turJl, aa« rise acain, Rica ia tae air &M 9arely 

iiseeraa9le a• .. teori• ereaent-winceti aark toras acai11at'tae •••P 9lue •Ullll8r sky. 

'nae•• awitta·, ao super9l;r atlaptea to til.e o .. aa ot air tllat ti.e7 aateil. tlyiq iueets 



• 

wita olll.y a ao ... t'a effort eaa eo eaai]J aatis!7 tlleir Jll8ei tor tooi tlaat tlae7 

aay apua tuir t;Uiil'". lautliftl~'..• • si•I '* Uuw1o+u &•cw eeatatieally taroup *P.":.r....r 

i• pla7, eourtsldp, or •OllJ)&E.ouldp like tae •olpailla ot ta• sea. But •Te• tu7, 

tree tlaouca taa;r appear, are totally .tepea4e•t o• tile li'Yiq ta9ria ot earta Uli 

streaa rroa waiea arise tae inseets taat sustai.a tlleir illaaali•••••t spirit. 

Eaea .tay a f uil.7 of llOUJltaia quail torac•• oare!ull.y an11~ tae Aill.aii•• •ar 

tlae 9uiliiq• at ?aaaajara. Tile pareats UAi taeir elailm• keep ia aoutaat eoataet, 

.al.l.iac to eaea otaer Vita soft Yoiees, as tlle7 catlaer aeeis a.M i.11.seets or lotllll• 

ui aatu iil:itae •oft eartll puui up •:r 9urrowinc roie•t.s. B7 .A.ucut tlleir ;rouc 

were ti.on to aena, peraaps aalt tae oriciul B111lHr aa4l • .,... tut too DJl7 tor all 

to !ia4 tooi ia ta• eolliq viater. 'fioucla so attraetiT• to precatora ta.7 jwic• 

eae1l aituatio• tor itsel! aatl OJI ae s••• eoaplan•tl;y aeratekillc aai peekiac oJIJ.7 

a few ffft troa Clliao Seasei as ae splits locs Witll aa axe • 

0.. aorJli.ac at .tan I stooi o• a llill.97 tile ieelaiTe trail aM. vat.ellec tu aa 

ri•• o-..r ta• riic••· Iu••t wiac• 1luma ue 9irCs sue as licat ra111 warm.ti ..a 

illUlliu.tetl tae a07ou. 'fie aoua.t of tae wooeea 9ell .... froa IMtloiruDtl I felt i• 
A. ,., ' .n. -f,-.~ ~ ~te 

,.., '!ff1 * way t1le relatiouldp o! eTerytlliJlc peroeinti. 

Our ore... ot ••ns• are so eoutruetetl taat tlaay oJll.7 reapoa.t to tlit!ere•M• 

ia tile ••rci•• iapiap.q o• tua. Our seues aJl4 aiM separate tlae ua:l:nrae into 

aittereat tllill&• (wi.ereu ia aatualit;y it is uai!ieti), ttut we are uaaltle tocrup tke true 

nature of UJtlliac, iaeluiiac ourselns. We exiat like eti4i7 pools ia a trU8forlli.ac 

riTer of w1lat t1le pily9ieiata eall ••r17. Like e4iq pool.a we as separate ••titiea 

ltan a relatin realit;r aeeause of a seelli.Jlc persist.a•• ot fora, nt tlda e•ra 

utl fora io aot 4iitter ia taeir iatriui• nature froa wlaat we oall •111>t7 •P&••· 


